
  

ASHCOMBE PARK BOWLING CLUB 

 

   MENS BOWLING COMMITTEE MEETING 

   OCTOBER 13th  2021  2:00pm 

 
Present:  Ray Counsell     (RC)   -  President (Chair of meeting) 

Paul March   - (PM)   -  Fixtures Secretary 
Sean Hopkins  - (SH)   -  Men’s Captain 
Roger Cox     -  (RCx)  -  Knights Captain 
Gordon Sansam (GS)  -  Men's Players Representative/League Rep  
Alan Newell      - (AN)   - Secretary - Men's Bowling Committee 
Graham Wilkinson (GW) – Club Chairman. 
 

Apologies:   Ben Benstead,  Steve Jackson 
 

RC: Opened the meeting by stating that his experience in county matters was 
limited so was relying on advice from those that have. 

GS: Explained that there was a potential problem for our club if a motion being proposed by 
Mark Moor Club is passed. This is to continue with the temporary ruling imposed for 2021 
season limiting matches to 4 rinks. The motion will be brought before the Over 60’s Weston 
& District AGM on November 8th. 
This would make our ability to offer match play experience for the majority of our members 
very difficult.  
We currently have 109 men playing members, 97 being over 60. 
If we field 3 teams of 4 rinks plus 3 reserves = 45 players only. 

GS: We will oppose the motion but we have no way of knowing how other clubs will vote.  Four 
rink matches could be seen as an advantage to some clubs. 

PM: Bringing down the lower age limit to over 55 would help some clubs ability to field 6 rinks. 

GS: This has been proposed in the past but turned down. 

GS: We could propose a 4th team. This could be difficult as league fixtures have already been 
agreed. 

GS:  Another option would be to apply to enter a team/s to the Clevedon and District Evening 
League, played on Wednesday evenings. It currently has 8 teams in the league. 
Although we are likely to welcomed, as with the over 60’s, fixtures have already been 
agreed for 2022, so it is unlikely we could join for next season. 
However, we might be able to arrange friendly matches which would make us more 
acceptable for 2023 season. 
 

Agreement to: 

1. Put forward a motion to end the temporary 4 rink rule and revert back to the standard 6 rink 
matches.  

2. Put forward a motion to reduce the lower age limit to 55. 
3. In the event of a 4 rink rule being continued we would propose that Ashcombe enter a 4th 

team for 2022 season. 



Action:  The motions will be produced in writing by GS & AN and passed to Cliff  
               Chudley (Secretary of Weston & District over 60’s)  for comment, followed by a 
                meeting with him at our club. 

 

W. & D. over 60’s AGM 

GS: Ashcombe will have 1 speaker with 2 votes at the AGM, as do all clubs.  
However, we may take additional members to witness proceedings.  
We should always take our county rep. as speaker, this provides continuity year on 
year. Plus Fixtures Secretary, Club Captain, Vice-Captain and team captains.   

RCx: Asked why clubs with more than one team do not have more votes. 

GS: This is a good question. He will bring it up at the next opportunity. 

 

Also agreed to: 

4. To pursue our inclusion into Clevedon evening league 
Action:  GS & PM 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Wednesday league/roll up: 

RCx: Are our current Wednesday matches to be listed in the fixtures book ? 

RC: No 

SH: There should be a charge applied to it. 
Agreed. 

RC: Wednesday evenings would have to become more flexible if we play Clevedon D. matches. 
Nigel has previously agreed to this should it become necessary. 

 

Sunday Afternoon organised roll up. 

 To be trialled for first 5 Sundays. 

 

Memorial Day 

GS: It has been suggested (with a possible sponsor) to have an annual memorial day/match in 
honour of members that have passed during the year. 

Agreed as a good idea. Requires more thought.   
 

Queens Jubilee Bank Holiday. 

PM:  Asked if we were doing anything for the special Jubilee bank holiday weekend? 

Agreed that this should be considered. 
 

Meeting closed 15:30 pm. 

 

Post meeting note:  Meeting with Cliff Chudley, GS & AN arranged for Oct. 19th. 


