
 
 

 

 
ASHCOMBE PARK BOWLING CLUB 

 
MAIN MANAGEMENT MEETING 

 
20th July 2021 at 9.30 a.m. 

 

 
MINUTES 

 
   Those present: G Wilkinson 
      P Wynne 
      R Counsell 
      N Counsell  
      L Cox 
      J McKenzie (co-opted) 
 

1. Apologies 
 

Apologies were received from JS. 
 

2. Matters Arising 
 

Visiting Men’s Changing Room Roof.  It was agreed by those present that GW 
will speak to RC and ask him for a price to carry out the work. 
 
“C” team – no-one knows on whose authority they dropped out of the League   
but this will be rectified for next season. 
 
LC said he will hold fire on new equipment sheds until a decision has been 
made about new score boards. 

 
3. Chairman’s Report 

 
GW together with RC,NC and JW has visited Karuta as the general opinion of 
Members who have seen the samples seems to be that the shirts were, 
amongst other things, too dark.  Various changes were requested and the 
design revised.  Unfortunately the Factory is unable to change the shape. 
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Having said that, the Factory is now designing a bowls shirt and we are 
awaiting an updated sample. 
 
Once we are happy with the shirt the question of a jacket will be addressed. 
 
GW will speak to our Sponsor regarding payment. 
 
GW and RC had a meeting with the Men’s Captain and Vice Captain to 
discuss the requirements of the job.  After the meeting, BB resigned, in 
writing, from the position.   

 
Ben Benstead was asked, and accepted, the position of Men’s Captain for the 
remainder of the season.  
 
This raised the question of an updated job description for the Captain’s job 
which should be passed on each year.  PW will speak to Ben for an update. 
 
BU is unhappy that he unable to book a rink as he does not have a computer. 
GW will speak to him and suggest alternative ways of solving the problem. 
 
BU also mentioned that the “Club Motto” is not in the Fixtures’ Book.  The 
motto “Remember, you are the Club and the Club is you” will be reinstated in 
the Fixtures’ Book for next season.   
 
Club laptop.  There are various problems with it and the Men’s Selection 
Committee are finding it not fit for purpose. JMcK will look at it and if the fault 
cannot be found return it to JS for warranty claim where it was purchased.  
PW pointed out that the Ladies Selection Committee will not have use of a 
computer next year as the new Captain does not possess one.  We therefore 
need two laptops.  GW has a spare one and JMcK will investigate whether it 
can be updated.  It is, however, likely that the Club will need to buy another 
computer for the ladies.  On line selection was discussed but it is not 
straightforward and, at present, it was felt unnecessary. will look at it and if the 
fault 
cannot be found, return it to JS for warranty claim.where it was purchased 
 
President’s Report 
 
RC distributed copies of the Joint Bowling Committee Meeting Minutes to the 
MMC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
-3- 

 
 
A suggestion has been put forward to change the format of the Men’s 
Selection Committee.  The idea was that the Selectors should comprise of the 
Men’s Captain, the Vice Captain and the three captains for the Over 60’s 
league.  The Squads would be pre-selected at the beginning of the season 
and  teams selected from those lists.  The lowest scoring rink at the previous 
game would act as reserved for the next game.  
 
This would negate the need for a full meeting except when picking mixed 
teams 
 
RC will call a meeting of the Men’s Bowling Committee as MMC considered 
this to be a matter for the them but, should they wish to change the make-up 
of the Selection Committee, it will have to be voted on at the AGM as it 
requires a change to the Club’s Constitution. 
 

4. Vice President 
 

PW had nothing to report. 
 

5. Secretary’s Report 
 

PW advised that Ashcombe has been asked to host the County Ladies 
National Senior Pairs final at 11.00 a.m. on Tuesday, 27th July. 
 
She also confirmed that Avery Day will be held on 15th September. 
 
The ladies are playing away at Watchet in the next round of the Fear Cup on 
Friday night, 23rd July at 18.15. 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
 

In her absence JS asked that the following matters be raised: 
 
She confirmed that the Club finances remain healthy. 
 
Club Shirts – GW has this in hand 
 
Coaching woods / spare woods:-  
 
Coaches confirmed that none of the spare woods have been sold although a 
donation of around £30 is suggested when providing new members with a set 
of woods.  Coaching woods are not for sale. 
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110th Anniversary:-   
 
In general MMC did not feel this was a “milestone” anniversary and that it was 
not necessary to celebrate it formally.  If, however, Members feel it is an 
occasion they would like to celebrate they could organise a “Fun Day”. 
 
Club Security:- 
 
PW confirmed that, in JT’s absence, it has always been the responsibility of 
the Mopsters to unlock the Clubhouse and turn off the alarm.  They are then 
responsible for locking the Clubhouse after their duty, but they do not re-set 
the alarm.  An email will go out on behalf of LC to remind Mopsters of this. 
 
Thank you to Members:- 
 
The MMC members present unanimously decided that a free Fun Day and 
barbeque should be organised for Members to thank them for their support 
over the last couple of seasons.   
 
First Aid Course:- 
 
MMC agreed that this was a good idea.  An email will be sent out asking for 
volunteers to attend the course. 
 

7. J McKenzie update 
 

Both sprinkler controls now working independently.  The rain sensor is 
working but can’t be calibrated until it rains! 
 
Bottom green gullies:- 
 
JMcK passed round a sample of composite decking board material from 
Irokan.  This will rest on the concrete base. JMcK is obtaining a price from 
Avon for turning back the green.  It was suggested we get a price from the 
company who repaired the walls around the bottom green, to do the work. 
 
He will discuss with GS. 
 
Under 18’s this weekend:- 
 
It has been confirmed they will only need one green.  The competition will 
start at 10.00 a.m.  There will be various County Officials attending. 
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8. Ladies’ Representative 
 

A toddlers group who often walk through the park have painted and decorated 
some stones for us to put in the rockery.  PW will speak to AB to find out their 
name and address and send them a thank you.  They are in the top rockery 
should anyone wonder where to find them. 
 
A visiting player recently fell onto the green as the tarmac is breaking away 
and it is becoming dangerous. This needs rectifying. 
 
The County youngsters who recently played were all issued with bottles of 
water but they discarded their bottles at the ends of the bottom green.  She 
suggested we should put a waste bin at the far end of the green. 
 

9. Men’s Representative 
 

There have been many complaints about the smell of the men’s toilets in the 
Pavilion.  Upon investigation LC found that the flushing system for the urinals 
is not working at all.  He also found the ones in the Club House were not 
being flushed often enough.  GS is calling in a plumber. 
 
Dress Code:- 
 
There have been complaints that not everyone taking part in the Monday 
Umbrella is wearing greys and  RC confirmed he challenges anyone not 
wearing the correct clothes.  It was pointed out that there may be new 
Members playing who, having just joined, may not yet have had the 
opportunity to buy greys and whites. 
 
As Wednesday night triples is now run as a formal league, greys and whites 
will be mandatory as of next season.  This will need to be included in the 
“Dress Code” section in the Fixtures Book. 
 
Bar:- 
 
LC has noticed that the tables are not always being cleaned at the end of the 
evening. 
 
It was agreed that, as the “Honesty Bar” was an interim solution whilst the bar 
was unable to open due to Covid it will be removed from the Changing 
Rooms. 
 
GW and RC will arrange to have a chat with NW to iron out any issues 
regarding the bar. 
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Clubhouse overcrowding:- 
 
LC again expressed his dismay at the state of the Clubhouse.  There are 
some large groups of visitors coming to the Club during the rest of the 
summer, and, as NW has said, there is insufficient room to seat them all.  LC 
again said that the snooker tables need to be taken down and all the rubbish 
underneath them cleared away.  GW will speak to RP to arrange removal of 
the snooker tables.  A home also needs to be found for the second hand 
clothing. 
 

10. Any other Business 
 

It was suggested that, despite the email that has already gone out, we should 
tell everyone they must continue to wear masks and follow the rules already 
put in place to safeguard our members, especially as numbers of Covid cases 
are rising fast. 
 
JMcK asked why, if we are a fully integrated Club, the ladies bowling 
committee are investigating the purchase of new jackets.  It was confirmed 
that this will be the responsibility of the MMC.  PW will speak to LP.  
 

11. Date of next meeting  
 
17th August at 9.30a.m. at Ashcombe Park Bowling Club. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 12.00. 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………. 
   G Wilkinson, Chairman 
 

 
 Date …………………………. 


