
 
 

 

 
ASHCOMBE PARK BOWLING CLUB 

 
MAIN MANAGEMENT MEETING 

 
15th June 2021 at 9.30 a.m. 

 

 
MINUTES 

 
   Those present: G Wilkinson 
      P Wynne 
      J Sansam 
      R Counsell 
      N Counsell  
      L Cox 
      J McKenzie (co-opted) 
 

1. Apologies 
 

There were no apologies 
 

2. Matters Arising 
 

As it is not easy to block greens on the booking system, due to league 
matches, etc., a directive will be sent to all Members that all roll-ups must be 
played on the top greens.   
 
Parking in the park - It has been noticed that no-one is policing the gates 
when they are opened for men’s games.  RC will as ask AN to call a meeting 
of the joint Bowling Committees to resolve this. 

 
3. Chairman’s Report 

 
GW confirmed that the roof of the Visiting Men’s Changing Room needs to be 
covered in several coats of bitumen.  DC has offered the Club some artificial 
grass and this will be used to cover the bitumen.  It was agreed that this work 
should be carried out. 
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Travelling expenses have now returned to normal for those transporting 
players to away matches. 
 
Wednesday nights – nothing further to add.  JS asked whether it would be 
possible to re-arrange matches due to be played on Wednesdays during the 
rest of the season.  PW pointed out that the only reason for a change of date 
at this late stage is a death within the Club where Members will be attending 
the funeral.   

 
May be necessary to consider moving league games from a Wednesday next 
year.  To be discussed with the Bowling Committees and Fixture Secretaries. 
 
There was a general feeling that more players were making themselves 
available for league games as a result of the recent letter to Members. 
 
Club Shirts – JS provided a sample from Karuta.  She will send all the 
information to GW/RC so that they can progress this.  An initial order of 10 
shirts will be made and, after that, Members can purchase shirts direct from 
Karuta who will also print their names on their shirts.  Karuta are also 
interested in putting a banner up at Club. 
 

4. President’s Report 
 

RC had nothing to report. 
 

5. Vice President’s Report 
 

PW had nothing to report 
 

6. Secretary’s Report 
 

PW had nothing to report 
    

7. Treasurer’s Report 
 

The club finances remain in a healthy position. 
 
JS reminded the Committee that we will be liable to pay tax on our latest grant 
if we do not use it before the end of the financial year. 
 
She suggested some ways of thanking Members for their support during the 
last year.  MMC agreed this was a good idea and she will provide details at 
the next meeting. 
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There have been some rumours circulating about when new Members can 
join the Club.  MMC confirmed that anyone is welcome to join but they will not 
be able to play in League matches until the coaches have deemed them 
proficient enough to do so.  LP has asked that all interviews with new 
Members should be conducted on a Saturday morning and this was agreed. 
 
Notice Board.   It was agreed that an A2 weatherproof board should be 
purchased for outside the gates.  JS will arrange this. 
 
Tourist Teams - a request for buffets could be an issue until current 
restrictions are finally relaxed.  If the weather is good then tea can be served 
outside. 
 
It was felt that DW is still not being included in any catering (although, to be 
fair, there hasn’t been much so far).  GW will discuss with MP and LP. 
 
Keys  
 
JS is unable to obtain a spare key for the Coaching Cupboard as locksmiths 
cannot cut one due to the unique shape of the key. 
 
An extra key to the Clubhouse will be kept in the key safe outside the 
Changing Rooms as the one under the bench keeps disappearing. 
 
JS has purchased a key safe, with a combination lock, where all master keys 
can be kept.  JS suggested, and the Committee agreed, that the way forward 
was for the locks to the changing rooms and clubhouse to be digital.   
 
An extra key to the bollard will be obtained for the Fire Brigade. 
 
Fixture’s Book 
 
JS will forward the Fixture’s book to MMC for a final check before it is printed.   
 
JS asked why the “C” team has been dropped from the Fixtures?  No-one is 
aware of why they have been dropped from the County League Fixtures or 
who authorised it.  MP had asked JMcK to remove the C team fixtures from 
the website as the C team had been dropped.  JMcK checked with PM who 
confirmed this.  GW will speak to MP to discover who made this decision. 
 
As this means less games will be played on a Saturday JS suggested that 
more in-house friendlies should be arranged.  SW and RC arranged the last 
one and GW/RC will ask them if they are prepared to arrange any more, and 
how many.  We will then ask for volunteers to run further games.  This should 
be discussed at the Bowling Committee’s meeting. 
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8. J McKenzie 
 

Avon have demonstrated the use of the hand held unit for treatment of 
localised dry spot (LDP) to GS, FB and JM.  GW will co-ordinate its use. The 
two sprinkler controls are working automatically and totally independent of 
each other.  They are set to water late evening and early morning to ensure 
maximum water uptake before sunrise. A rain sensor will eventually be linked 
in.   

 
Repair of the gullies around the greens.  Initial ideas about concrete channels 
have now been re-thought as the only problem is the greens support.  It is  
possible that this could be solved with composite decking board.  JMcK will 
check if there is any benefit in having the green cut and rolled back.  He will 
speak to Avon and will liaise with Alan Corbett, who can do the work, with a 
view to it starting as soon as the season ends. 
 
JMcK will now focus his attention on the Pavilion WiFi connection. 
 

9. Ladies’ Representative 
 

NC had nothing to report.  There is a lady bowlers’ meeting this afternoon. 
 

10. Men’s Representative 
 
LC advised that Members were accusing management of not providing 
enough information.  They were upset that they were not warned they would 
be unable to drive into the park to pick up passengers. 
 
LC had considered purchasing a wheelchair for the Club but had decided that 
it would not have sufficient use.  He suggested that, as the equipment sheds 
needed replacing he would like to purchase two for the Club.  He will speak to 
S Browning to progress this. 
 
Booking system – LC said that Saturday mornings were still available for 
members to book rinks despite them being needed for coaching.  JMcK said 
this has been rectified.  He also pointed out that until recently, changes were 
being made on an almost daily basis.  In a normal year the fixtures are 
finalised by January so they can be added to the website and booking system 
before the start of the season. 
 
LC commented that the Clubhouse is a disgrace and is not fit to be used for 
visitors.  In hindsight it was a mistake to leave the snooker tables up and the 
racks of clothing need to be found a new home – perhaps behind the snooker 
tables. 
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11. Any other Business 
  
There is a further Covid update on the Bowls England Website. 
 
JMcK suggested that details of the Bowls England Newsletter should be sent 
to Members so that they can make their own decision whether they wish to 
receive it regularly or “unsubscribe”. 
 
JS has had a discussion with TC about Saturday morning coaching.  He had 
brought his two grandsons along but was upset that they could not be 
coached on a separate green to the adults.  The Coaches are very busy on a 
Saturday and it is just not feasible to keep a separate rink for youngsters 
 
A longstanding club member who joined as a social member this year is 
coming to Club for roll-ups.  GW will speak to him suggesting that his 
experience would be a great help to the Knights and suggesting he joins as a 
player. 
 
JMcK commented that some Members, when playing in competitions, are not 
following the rule that designated markers whose names are displayed in the 
Changing Rooms, or another competent person must be used.  Unfortunately 
they are using friends who have very little experience.  He asked if this rule 
should be insisted on.  MMC agreed that it should. 
 
He is willing to run a further course for markers at Club. 
 
It was asked why the Bar isn’t open on Tuesday or Thursday evenings?   
 
GW asked who the Club Key Holders are?  John Taylor is one but are there 
any others? 
 

12. Date of next meeting  
 
20th July at 9.30a.m. at Ashcombe Park Bowling Club. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 11.50. 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………. 
   G Wilkinson, Chairman 
 

 
 Date …………………………. 


