
 
 

Ashcombe Park Bowling Club 
 

Main Management Meeting 
 

21st September 2020 AT 2.00 p.m. 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
    Those present: G Wilkininson 
      P Wynne 
      J Sansam 
      R Counsell 
      N Counsell 
      L Cox 
       

1. Apologies received from JMcI. 
 

2. The Chairman signed off the Minutes of the meeting held on 1st September 2020 
 

3. Matters arising 
 
To be raised during meeting 
 

4. Chairman’s Report 
 
GW has received a request from Val Webber to spread Barrie’s ashes at the Bowls Club.  This 
was agreed.  She would also like to provide the Club with a memorial to Barrie.  After some 
discussion it was decided that we would suggest a large Notice Board that would catch 
peoples’ eyes.  GW will speak to Colin Mansell for his advice before suggesting this to Val. 
 
He has received a letter from Stephen Ash enclosing a photo album and CD recording of 
times gone by.  PW will write to SA and thank him for sending them to us.   GW will also 
speak to JMcK with a view to putting these on the website. 
 

5. President’s Report 
 

In her absence, JMcI asked that MMC discuss the emails she has received from LP 
concerning Saturday 26th September.  This will be discussed under AOB. 
 
The “Job Descriptions” for Club Officers will be discussed at the next meeting. 
 

6. Vice President’s Report 
 

RC had nothing to report. 
 



 
 

 
 
 

7. Secretary’s Report 
 

The proposed Covid restrictions will have an impact on the Club AGM.  There is no problem 
with postal votes.  PW and JS will discuss the logistics of running a postal election. 
 
Not everyone has confirmed receipt of the email /letters sent advising of our plans for the 
AGM.  PW will check who has responded and MMC members will then split the non-
responders between them to phone and confirm they have received the information.   
 
JS will investigate the costs of an “automatic response to emails” system which will negate 
the need to contact anyone who has not responded in the future. 
 
PW is concerned at Members’ lack of interest in taking on Management roles.  Whilst 
phoning non-responders it might be an opportunity to encourage more people to take part.  
GW has spoken to TM who has confirmed he will continue as Fixtures Secretary until a 
replacement can be found. 
 

8. Treasurer’s Report 
 

The Club Finances remain in a healthy position.  JS asked that if anyone needs reimbursing 
for purchases on behalf of the Club they should let her have the receipts as a matter of 
urgency.  LS said he had received complaints that the Club Finances were not stated in more 
detail in the MMC minutes.  This was felt to be inappropriate as the Minutes are displayed 
where anyone can read them, including visitors. 
 
Somerset County subscriptions have been put back until May next year.  All those who were 
due to play in County matches will have their subs reimbursed.  This will be shown as an 
outstanding debt in the end of year accounts. 
 
PW to write to all members asking if they are prepared to leave their payment for this year’s 
Opening Day meal in abeyance to pay for next year’s Opening Day.  JS will need replies by 
30th September.   
 

9. Ladies’ Representative. 
 

It was suggested that new members should be charged a deposit for Club keys on joining.  A 
fee of £5.00 was muted.  NC said that many lockers only have one key and although JS can 
get replacements cut, she advised that she has already bought some new locks for the men’s 
lockers and these worked out cheaper than having keys cut.   
 
NC would like the lockers in the Ladies’ changing rooms moved as they are not very easy to 
access.  The same goes for the Fixture Sheet noticeboards.  These should be displayed in the 
main foyer as are the mens.  This would also avoid the need to have separate sheets for men 
and ladies when playing  mixed games. 
 
JS reminded everyone the store cupboard in the Pavilion needs to be cleared. 



 
JS suggested  that, with the benefit of this year’s experience, it might be a good idea to have 
an outside sink by the changing rooms.  The committee thought this would be useful and JS 
will look into the costs involved via JMcI’s husband.  She also said there are grants available 
to the club for improvements. 
 

10. Men’s Representative 
 

LC asked about joint Bowling Committee meetings.  It was confirmed that these are held 
regularly in a normal year.  As the Booking system is still on trial there is no need for a joint 
meeting to discuss it and then not until MMC has spoken to JMcK.   As a whole, Members 
appear to be using it.   
 
Geoff Kinsley has asked if he can remove the roses from the beds outside the Changing 
Rooms.  They are past their sell by date and in need of replacement but, before this can be 
done, the beds need to be rested for two years.  He will however fill the beds with other 
plants. 
 
Whilst the Committee was in agreement , PW will need to write to Members as some of the 
roses were planted as a memorial and the Members involved need to be given the 
opportunity to say what they wish done with those plants. 
 
Julie K has asked if the “smokers’ area” can be moved near the main gate so they can 
continue to watch games whilst smoking.   This was agreed and once LC has checked that all 
the smokers are in agreement with this, he will arrange to have the seat moved. 
 

11. Any Other Business 
 

The photo in the Mercury gave the impression that the NHS staff were not obeying 
distancing rules.  This was not the case as staff were in their own bubbles.  NW to prepare a 
write up to go in the paper.  JS would also like to submit an article on the Australian Pairs. 
 
It is intended to set up a “Media Group” over the winter to agree the Club strategy for the 
foreseeable future.  GW will attend. 
 
All entries for the Club Shirt design have now been received and PW will give them to JcMK 
to put on the website.  It was agreed they should also be displayed in the Club House on 
Saturday. 
 
JS suggested that the prices for Cider, J20 and other drinks should be reduced to clear them 
before the season ends.  This was agreed. 
 
JMcI had received an email from LP concerning the dress code for Saturday.  Some members 
believe that for Closing Day dress code should be whites in accordance with other years.  It 
was pointed out that, as we hadn’t had an official Opening Day, we couldn’t realistically have 
a Closing Day and the day was more about a final get together for all those who have played, 
and helped keep the Club open this summer.  To avoid further controversy it was decided to 
change the name for this Saturday to Club Celebration Day.  PW will let LP and BB know.  LC 
did suggest a “proper” closing day game on the 10th October but the rest of the Committee 
did not agree. 
 



JS suggested that we should provide a new telephone number for Club enquiries as there is 
hardly every anyone at Club to take calls.  This will be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
NW has submitted a motion for the AGM concerning the cost of green’s maintenance.  He 
believes it might be cheaper to employ someone to deal with this who would also do the 
gardening.  Costs will be investigated. 
 
He also wishes to raise the matter of relaxing the dress code for umbrellas and roll ups for 
next year and beyond. 
 
LC would like to explore the pros and cons of an artificial surface on the top green.  He will 
submit his findings to the MMC in due course. 
 

12. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 13th October at 10.00 a.m. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 4.30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

       Signed …………………………………………………………………………………………..  Chairman 
 
 
       Date:  

 
 


