
 
 

Ashcombe Park Bowling Club 
 

Main Management Meeting 
 

1st September 2020 AT 10.00 a.m. 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
    Those present: G Wilkininson 
      P Wynne 
      J Sansam 
      J McInally 
      R Counsell 
      N Counsell 
      L Cox 
       

1. There were no apologies. 
 

2. The Chairman signed off the Minutes of the meeting held on 11th August 2020 
 

3. Chairman’s Report 
 
GW thanked everyone who was involved in the NHS Day which was a great success.  It has 
been suggested this should become an annual, or bi-annual event.  PW to write to NW and 
LC to thank them specially for all their hard work.  She will also write a general thank you to 
the Entertainments Crew. 
 
GW reported that the bar is now up and running.  The current soft drinks cooler is 
overheating the cellar and will be removed.  A new cooler is due to be installed today and 
the soft drinks will run through this.  The new piping is saving a considerable amount of beer 
wastage.  Supplies are now being purchased from “Last Orders”. 
 
GW and GS had a meeting with the suppliers of Quadrop.  This is an additive to improve the 
quality of the water used to irrigate the greens by removing impurities such as Chlorine.  
Whilst they were very impressed they intend to visit North Petherton Bowls Club and 
Lansdown Golf Club to look at their irrigation systems before a final decision is made by the 
MMC. 
 
JS passed a letter from Avon detailing the work needed on the greens during the winter, 
including the extra work required on the top green.  This was agreed. 
 
RP had asked for recommendations for “member of the year”. 
 
 
 



4. President’s Report 
 

JMcI had nothing to report. 
 

5. Vice President’s Report 
 
RC has been asked if the whole of the club will be open for a further two weeks at the end of 
the season.  It was decided that Closing Day will remain the same but the extra time will be 
added on afterwards.  
 
MMC thought it would be a good idea to celebrate the end of the season and PW spoke to 
BB and LP to ask them to put some ideas together.  Their immediate thoughts were that it 
should be an informal event, on the lines of the NHS day, including the barbeque.    
 
There was some discussion about the running of the Monday Umbrella which has not been 
conducted in the normal way.  It was appreciated that this has been a difficult time but 
measures will have to be put in place to make sure it is run correctly next year. 
 
SH and SJ have arranged a singles competition for September.  They are also going to run a 
“short jack/long jack” competition and asked RC what this should be called.  The MMC 
eventually came up with the name “Stanton Payne”. 
 

6. Secretary’s Report 
 

PW had prepared a draft letter to all members regarding the AGM and the election of 
Officers.  This was discussed and agreed by MMC and it will now be forwarded to all 
members. 
 
PW advised everyone that she has received a letter from TM who is resigning as Men’s 
Fixtures Secretary.  There is currently no-one to take over from him as, although DW wishes 
to continue as Ladies’ Fixture Secretary he finds that this, together with his commitments at 
Woodspring, is a full time job. 
 
PW was asked to remind everyone to sign in to the Members’ page, and booking system, to 
make sure they do not have any problems accessing it.  For example GW has been unable to 
sign in.  Any problems members should contact JMcK.   
 
LC is still of the opinion this should be a Bowling Committee matter.  The MMC did not agree 
as, at the moment it is merely a tool to book rinks instead of using the large sheets TM 
usually puts on the notice board in the Pavilion.  It is now up and running as a trial for 
September and everyone should be using it to book their games.  There will be a further 
meeting with JMcK to chat about the results of the trial.  In the meantime he should only 
discuss this with the MMC.  It may be necessary to find someone with IT experience to take 
over the maintenance of the site once it is has been accepted . 
 
LC has asked if it will be possible for him to run the Tai Chi classes this winter.  PW has 
spoken to NW about this and they were both of the opinion this would be possible.  This was 
agreed by the MMC.  PW will write to LC. 
 

 



PW asked NW to carry out a risk assessment for the winter activities and a copy of his 
proposals have been passed to the MMC.  GW and RC will talk to him about this. 
 
Refreshments for Tourist games – JS will speak to RM and SM to see if they will be willing to 
help.  Assuming it is fine, coffee and tea will be offered outside the Clubhouse.  GW offered 
to set up the drinks during the morning.  The bar will be open after the game 
 
We have received information about Pre-Games Training Camps for the Birmingham 2022 
Commonwealth Games.  Everyone agreed this would be a boost for the Club and PW should 
apply.  In the event that we are asked for further information JS and PW will work on the 
Club’s bid. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
The club finances remain healthy. 
 
A significant amount of money was taken over the bar at the NHS Day although obviously 
the day’s expenses will have to be deducted from it. 
 
Everyone who attended was offered a £20.00 discount should they decide to join the Club.   
 
A year’s membership was offered as one of the raffle prizes and there was also a bottle of 
gin. 
 
SJ had asked for clarification concerning coaching and other members booking rinks.  The 
rule is that coaching takes priority.   
 
New Members Booklet – to be discussed and finalised during the winter. 
 
Friday Night Umbrella.  JS is worried that social members are not paying for their games.  
This will be discussed at the next MMC and rules laid down for next season.   
 
We also need to consider security for members and visitors.  Some of our bowls equipment 
needs updating and we should be seeking a volunteer to undertake Health & Safety training.  
NW and LC may be able to help with this.  To be raised at the next meeting. 
 
Members’ duties.  MMC are aware that some members do not undertake a duty and this 
must be addressed.  JS will promote a “Gardening Club” in her next “Tattle” as this was 
found to be very successful last year.  It was also suggested that gardeners should have 
designated areas to look after and these should be labelled so that everyone can appreciate 
the hard work that has been put in, for example GK tends the beds by the Pavilion.   
 

7. Ladies’ Representative. 
 

There was nothing to report 
 

8. Men’s Representative 
 

There was nothing to report 
 

 



9. Any Other Business 
 

GW had spoken to SH asking him if he would be interested in becoming the Press Officer for 
the Club.  SH has written to GW refusing the offer but suggesting various options that he felt 
would improve the running of the Club.  PW to write to him. 
 
JS suggested that we need a team of volunteers to put together a marketing strategy for the 
club.  PW will email members and ask for volunteers.  
 
  

10. Date of next meeting – 21st September at 2.00 p.m. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 1.00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

       Signed …………………………………………………………………………………………..  Chairman 
 
 
       Date:  21st September 2020 

 
 


